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Glossary: 2018 Minnesota Academic Standards in the Arts1  
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All Arts Areas: Strand2 Terms 

Foundations: Foundational knowledge and skills include basic elements, principles and skills which are the 

building blocks of working and engaging in artistic processes in each arts area. The foundational knowledge and 

skills support student learning in the four artistic processes of Create, Perform/Present, Respond, and Connect. 

Create: The process of generating original art, including conceiving and developing new artistic ideas and work. 

Perform (dance, music, theatre): The process of realizing artistic ideas and work through interpretation and 

presentation. 

Present (media arts and visual arts): The process of interpreting and sharing artistic work. 

Respond: The process of analyzing, interpreting, and evaluating how the arts convey meaning. 

Connect: The process of relating artistic ideas and work with personal meaning and external context.  

                                                           

1 Adapted from National Coalition for Core Arts Standard (2014). National Core Arts Standards. State Education Agency Directors of Arts 

Education. Dover, DE (www.nationalcoreartsstandards.org) 

2 Adapted from National Coalition for Core Arts Standards (2014).  National Core Arts Standards: A Conceptual Framework for Arts 

Learning (2014). Retrieved June 20, 2019 from 

http://www.nationalartsstandards.org/sites/default/files/Conceptual%20Framework%2007-21-16.pdf. 

http://www.nationalartsstandards.org/sites/default/files/Conceptual%20Framework%2007-21-16.pdf
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Music Terms 

Arrange: Adapt or create an alternative setting of an existing musical composition or an existing music.  

Artistic Foundations in Music: The processes and skills people develop to engage in music.  These processes 

include reading music, notating music, singing, playing instruments, listening to music, and moving to music. 

When a person performs music, they could be singing and/or playing instruments.  

Beat: Underlying steady pulse present in most music.  

Chord changes: Series of chords sounding in succession; certain progressions are typical in particular 

styles/genres of music.  

Collaborate/Collaboratively: Working together on a common (musical) task or goal.  

Collaboratively developed criteria: Qualities or traits for assessing an achievement level that have been through 

a process of collective decision making.  

Composer: One who creates music compositions. 

Composition: Original piece of music that can be repeated, typically developed over time, and preserved either 

in notation or in a sound recording.  

Connect/Connection: Relationship among artistic ideas, personal meaning, and/or external context.  

Context: Environment that surrounds music, influences understanding, provides meaning, and connects to an 

event or occurrence.  

Context, cultural: Values, beliefs, and traditions of a group of people that influence musical meaning and inform 

culturally authentic musical practice. 

Context, historical: Conditions of the time and place in which music was created or performed that provide 

meaning and influence the musical experience.  

Context, personal: Unique experiences and relationships that surround a single person and are influenced by 

personal life, family, habits, interest, preferences, culture, community, race socio-economic status, gender, etc. 

Create: Conceive and develop new artistic ideas, such as an improvisation, composition, or arrangement, into a 

work.  

Cultural context: Values, beliefs, and traditions of a group of people that influence musical meaning and inform 

culturally authentic musical practice.  

Culture: Values and beliefs of a particular group of people, from a specific place or time, expressed through 

characteristics such as tradition, social structure, religion, arts, and food.  

Ensemble: Group of individuals organized to perform artistic work: traditional, large groups such as bands, 

orchestras, and choirs; chamber, smaller groups, such as duets, trios, and quartets; emerging, such as guitar, 

iPad, mariachi, steel drum or pan, and Taiko drumming.  
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Form: Element of music describing the overall organization of a piece of music, such as AB, ABA, rondo, theme 

and variations, and strophic form.  

Genre: Category of music characterized by a distinctive style, form, and/or content, such as jazz, march, and 

country.  

Historical context: Conditions of the time and place in which music was created or performed and that provide 

meaning and influence the musical experience. 

 Historical periods: Period of years during which music that was created and/or performed shared 

common characteristics; historians of Western art music typically refer to the following: Medieval (ca. 

500 –ca. 1420), Renaissance (ca. 1420–ca. 1600), Baroque (ca. 1600–ca. 1750), Classic (ca. 1750–-ca. 

1820), Romantic (ca. 1820–ca. 1900), and Contemporary (ca. 1900–).  

Improvisation/Improvise: Music created and performed spontaneously or “in-the-moment,” often within a 

framework determined by the musical style.  

Instrumental skills: The use of breath, posture, small and large motor skills used to manipulate a musical 

instrument. 

Intent: Meaning or feeling of the music planned and conveyed by a creator or performer.  

Interpret: Determine and demonstrate music’s expressive intent and meaning when responding and 

performing.  

Interpretation: Intent and meaning that a performer realizes in studying and performing a piece of music.  

Melodic pattern: Grouping, generally brief, of tones or pitches.  

Melodic phrase: Short section or series of notes within a larger work that constitutes a single coherent melodic 

idea.  

Meter: Grouping of beats and divisions of beats in music, often in sets of twos (duple meter) or threes (triple 

meter).  

Move/Movement: Act of moving in nonlocomotor (e.g., clapping, finger snapping) and locomotor (e.g., walking, 

running) patterns to represent and interpret musical sounds.  

Musical elements: Characteristics of sound(s) that are manipulated to create music. These include technical 

elements such as melody, harmony, form, and rhythm and expressive elements such as dynamics, articulation, 

style, timbre, texture, and tempo.  

Musical idea: Idea expressed in music, which can range in length from the smallest meaningful level (motive or 

short pattern) through a phrase, a section, or an entire piece.  

Musical selection: Section of music, which can range in length from the smallest meaningful level (motive or 

short pattern) through a phrase or an entire piece.  

Musical work: Piece of music preserved as a notated copy or sound recording or passed through oral tradition.  
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Notation: Visual representation of musical sounds. Notation can be iconic, such as using lines, drawings, or 

pictures to represent sound. Notation also includes traditional music staff notation, tablature notation (primarily 

for fretted stringed instruments), and lead-sheet notation.  

Perform: Process of realizing artistic ideas and work through interpretation and presentation.  

Performing, performance: Experience of engaging in the act of presenting music in a classroom or private or 

public venue.  

Personal context: Unique experiences and relationships that surround a single person and are influenced by 

personal life, family, habits, interest, preferences, culture, community, race class, gender, etc.  

Phrase: Musical segment with a clear beginning and ending, comparable to a simple sentence or clause in 

written text.  

Piece: General, nontechnical term referring to a composition or musical work.  

Pitch: Identification of a tone or note with respect to highness or lowness (that is, frequency).  

Present/Presentation/Presenting: Share music selection(s) with others.  

Purpose: Reason for which music is created, such as ceremonial, recreational, social, commercial, or generalized 

artistic expression.  

Refine: Make changes in musical works or performances to more effectively realize intent through technical 

quality or expression.  

Respond: Understand and evaluate how the arts convey meaning.  

Rhythm: Duration or length of sounds and silences that occur in music; organization of sounds and silences in 

time.  

Rhythmic pattern: Grouping, generally brief, of long and short sounds and silences.  

Rubric: Established, ordered set of criteria for evaluating student performance; includes descriptors of student 

work at various levels of achievement.  

Share: Present artistic work (e.g., a composition) to others.  

Student generated criteria: Qualities or traits for evaluating music that are generated by students. 

Style: Label for a type of music possessing distinguishing characteristics and often performance practices 

associated with its historical period, cultural context, and/or genre.  

Stylistic expression: Interpretation of expressive qualities in a manner that is authentic and appropriate to the 

genre, historical period, and cultural context of origin.  

Teacher-provided criteria: Qualities or traits for assessing an achievement level that are provided to students by 

the teacher.  
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Technical accuracy/Technical skill: Ability to perform with appropriate timbre, intonation, and diction as well as 

to play or sing the correct pitches and rhythms at a tempo appropriate to the musical work.  

Tonality/Tonalities: Tonic or key tone around which a piece of music is centered.  

Vocal skills: The use of breath, posture, vocal resonance, diction, vowels and articulation to create healthy 

sound. 

 

  




