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Picture Books

Ancient Thunder
by Leo Yerxa (Couchiching First Nation)

A visionary and beautiful book, Ancient Thunder celebrates wild horses and the natural world in which
they lived in harmony. Using an extraordinary technique, artist of Ojibwa ancestry, Leo Yerxa makes
paper look like leather, so that his illustrations seem to be painted on leather shirts. Each shirt is
accompanied by a rich, wild song of praise for the wild horses that came to play such an important role in
the lives of the First Peoples. Years in the making, the book is truly a work of art, one that reflects
Yerxa’'s sense of nature and the place of native people within it.

Birdsong

by Julie Flett (Cree-Métis)

When a young girl moves from the country to a small town, she feels lonely and out of place. But soon
she meets an elderly woman next door, who shares her love of arts and crafts. Can the girl navigate the
changing seasons and failing health of her new friend? Acclaimed author and artist Julie Flett's textured
images of birds, flowers, art, and landscapes bring vibrancy and warmth to this powerful story, which
highlights the fulfillment of intergenerational relationships and shared passions.

Blueberry Rapids
by Rene Andre Meshake (Anishinaabe)

Meet Giniw, an eight year old Ojibwe orphan, who loves to draw. Encouraged by his grandmother, he
makes a Kikiweon (banner) which tells the story of Giniw's unusual experience at Blueberry Rapids.
The Kikiweon proclaims him as a Picture-Keeper of the Anishinaabeg.

Bowwow powwow = bagosenjige-niimi'idim

by Brenda J. Child (Red Lake Ojibwe) ; translated by Gordon Jourdain (Lac La Croix First
Nation) ; illustrated by Jonathan Thunder (Red Lake Ojibwe)

When Uncle and Windy Girl and Itchy Boy attend a powwow, Windy watches the dancers in their jingle
dresses and listens to the singers. She eats tasty food and joins family and friends around the campfire.
Later, Windy falls asleep under the stars. Now Uncle's stories inspire other visions in her head: a
bowwow powwow, where all the dancers are dogs. All celebrating in song and dance. All attesting to the
wonder of the powwow. ALA Notable Children’s Books, Younger Readers Award

Crazy Horse's Vision

by Joseph Bruchac (Nulhegan Abenaki Nation) ; illustrated by S.D. Nelson (Standing Rock
Sioux)

Crazy Horse is among the best known Native American heroes. Yet many people do not know that his
boyhood name was Curly, inspired by his curly hair. Curly was a leader even as a young boy, but his
bravery could not prepare him for the trouble he and the other Lakota faced from the white settlers. This
story is based on the life of the dedicated young Lakota boy who grew up to be one of the bravest
defenders of his people. Recipient of Parents’ Choice Gold Award.
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Crossing Bok Chitto: A Choctaw Tale of Friendship & Freedom
by Tim Tingle (Choctaw) ; illustrated by Jeanne Rorex Bridges (Cherokee)

The award-winning story of Martha Tom, a young Choctaw girl who helps seven enslaved African
Americans cross the river called Bok Chitto to freedom.

The Dancers
by Thomas Peacock (Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Ojibwe)

A heart-warming story about a young Native girl, her mother, and a very special auntie. A story of
wisdom and triumph, of being strong, and of dancing with your heart.

Dancing with the Cranes
by Jeannette Armstrong (Syilx Okanagan) ; illustrated by Ron Hall (Syilx Okanagan)

Chi's momma is soon to have a baby, but Chi is having a hard time being happy about it. Chi misses

: N —= Temma (her grandma), who has passed away. Chi's momma and daddy help ease the pain of
) N losing Temma and help Chi to understand life and death as a part of nature. Chi soon finds herself
P RO\ feeling comforted, knowing Temma will always be a part of her and looking forward to the new baby
it e who will be a part of their lives.
The Forever Sky

by Thomas Peacock (Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Ojibwe)

One night, a beautiful show of lights fills the sky. Niigaanii explains that the northern lights are the spirits
of the relatives who have passed on. The boys imagine different relatives dancing, lighting up the sky
with their graceful movements. And then they see her: Nooko is one of the elders leading the dance.
She has a message for them.

Fry Bread: A Native American Family Story
by Kevin Noble Maillard (Seminole) ; illustrated by Juana Martinez-Neal

Told in lively and powerful verse by debut author Kevin Noble Maillard, Fry Bread is an evocative
depiction of a modern Native American family, vibrantly illustrated by Pura Belpre Award winner and
Caldecott Honoree Juana Martinez-Neal. Winner of the 2020 Robert F. Sibert Informational Book Medal
and a 2020 American Indian Youth Literature Picture Book Honor Winner.

Gift Horse: A Lakota Story
by S. D. Nelson (Standing Rock Sioux)

Relates the story of a Lakota youth whose father gives him a horse in preparation for his making the
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The Good Luck Cat
by Joy Harjo (Muscogee Creek) ; illustrated by Paul Lee

Because her good luck cat Woogie has already used up eight of his nine lives in narrow escapes
from disaster, a Native American girl worries when he disappears.

Greet the Dawn: The Lakota Way
by S. D. Nelson (Standing Rock Sioux)

Dawn is a time to celebrate with a smiling heart, to start a new day in the right way, excited for
what might come. Birds sing and dance, children rush to learn, dewdrops glisten from leaves, and
gradually the sun warms us. Each time the sun starts a new circle, we can start again as well. All
these things are part of the Lakota way, a means of living in balance.

Hungry Johnny

by Cheryl Minnema (Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe) ; illustrations by Wesley Ballinger (Mille
Lacs Band of Ojibwe)

Wild rice, fried potatoes, fruit salad, frosted sweet rolls -- what a feast! Johnny can hardly contain
his excitement. In no time, he'll be digging in with everyone else, filling his belly with all this good
food. But wait. First there is the long drive to the community center. And then an even longer Ojibwe
prayer. And then -- well, young boys know to follow the rules: elders eat first, no matter how hungry
the youngsters are. Johnny lingers with Grandma, worried that the tasty treats won't last.

Jingle Dancer

by Cynthia Leitich Smith (Muscogee Creek Nation) ; illustrated by Cornelius Van Wright and
Ying-Hwa Hu

Tink, tink, tink, tink, sang cone-shaped jingles sewn to Grandma Wolfe's dress. Jenna's heart beats
to the brum, brum, brum, brum of the powwow drum as she daydreams about the clinking song of her
grandma's jingle dancing. Jenna loves the tradition of jingle dancing that has been shared by
generations of women in her family, and she hopes to dance at the next powwow. But she has a
problem -- how will her dress sing if it has no jingles?

Johnny’s Pheasant
by Cheryl Minnema (Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe) ; pictures by Julie Flett (Cree-Métis)
Johnny runs to show his Grandma what he spotted near the ditch: a sleeping pheasant. What
Grandma sees is a small feathery hump. When Johnny wants to take it home, Grandma tries to
Cheryl Minnemo tell him that the pheasant might have been hit by a car. But maybe she could use the feathers
Johnng’s for her craftwork? So home with Grandma, Johnny, or the pheasant. Readers will delight at this
Pheasant lesson about patience, kindness, and respect for nature imparted by Grandma's gentle humor,
,,,,,,,,,, Julie Flett Johnny's happy hooting, and all the quiet wisdom found in Cheryl Minnema's words and Julie
— ‘ Flett's evocative and beautiful illustrations.

Less Than Half, More Than Whole
by Kathleen (Mohawk) and Michael (Hopi/Tewa/Apache) Lacapa ; illustrated by Michael
Lacapa (Hopi/Tewa/Apache)

Tony notices that his skin is darker than yellow-haired, blue-eyed Scott's, but lighter than that of
his Native American friend, Will. A well-designed effort, this title is for all children of multicultural
marriages who struggle to find an identity. It serves not only to illuminate Indian culture, but also
as a gentle celebration of mixed heritage.
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The Little Duck = Sikihpsis

by Beth Cuthand (Little Pine First Nation) ; Cree translations by Stan Cuthand (Little
Pine First Nation) ; illustrated by Mary Longman (Gordon First Nation)

A story about a little mud duck who wanted to be a handsome Plains Cree dancer, and how the
Cree helped him be happy with himself as a duck. A universal story that crosses cultural
boundaries and leaves one with a lesson on the importance of self-worth.

A Man Called Raven

by Richard Van Camp (Dogrib Tlicho Nation) ; pictures by George Littlechild (Plains Cree

Nation)

When Chris and Toby Greyeyes find a raven in the garage, they try to trap it and hurt it with hockey

sticks. To them, ravens are just a nuisance because they spread garbage all over the street. Or so

they think-until a mysterious man who smells like pine needles enters their lives and teaches them
: sl his story of the raven. Blending past with present, the magical with the real, A Man Called Raven is

s A trl  both a tribute to the wisdom of the raven and a positive reminder that we can all learn from nature.

/
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Morning on the Lake
by Jan Bourdeau Waboose (Nishnawbe Ojibway) ; illustrated by Karen Reczuch

In the first of three linked stories, a young boy and his grandfather set out in a birchbark canoe
early one spring morning. Together, they discover the peaceful beauty of the lake. In the second
story, the sun rises high in the summer sky as they climb a rocky cliff for a bird's-eye view of the
land. And, finally, as an autumn night descends, they venture into the woods. Under the patient and
gentle guidance of his grandfather, the boy gradually comes to respect the ways of nature and to
understand his own place in the world.

Shi-shi-etko
by Nicola |I. Campbell (Nte?kepmx/Syilx/Métis) ; pictures by Kim La Fave

Shi-shi-etko just has four days until she will have to leave her family and everything she knows to
attend residential school. A gently moving and poetic account of a child who finds solace around
her, even though she is on the verge of great loss — a loss that native people have endured for
generations because of Canada’s residential schools system. Winner of the Anskohk Aboriginal
Children’s Book of the Year Award.

The Star People: A Lakota Story
by S. D. Nelson (Standing Rock Sioux)

When Young Wolf and his older sister wander from their village and face the danger of a prairie fire,
Elk Tooth Woman, their deceased grandmother who is now one of the Star People, appears to guide
them.




Taku Wadaka He?/ What Do You See?
Taku Wadaka He? by Joanne Zacharias (Shakopee Mdewakaton Sioux) ; illustrated by Steven Smith

(Wit Do You e (Kwakwaka'wakw/Wuikinuxv)
On the pages of this book you will find a number of images hidden inside a picture of a tipi. These
images are all-important or sacred to the Dakota people. On facing pages each image is taken out of
the tipi and set in its own atmosphere for all to enjoy. The Dakota people have many stories and
memories that thrive around these images which have been handed down from generation to
generation. That is how our stories and memories are kept alive. The grandfather in this story is
sharing his knowledge with his granddaughter using the Dakota language. She, along with all of the
children who read this book, will attain knowledge while admiring the creative artwork used to
illustrate these hidden images.

Thunder Boy Jr.
by Sherman Alexie (Spokane) ; illustrated by Yuyi Morales

Thunder Boy Jr. wants a normal name...one that's all his own. Dad is known as big Thunder, but little
thunder doesn't want to share a name. He wants a name that celebrates something cool he's done
like Touch the Clouds, Not Afraid of Ten Thousand Teeth, or Full of Wonder.

' The Water Walker

5- . &l by Joanne Robertson (Atikameksheng Anishnawbek)

The Water Walker

A The determined story of an Ojibwe grandmother (nokomis), Josephine Mandamin, and her great love
for nibi (water). Nokomis walks to raise awareness of our need to protect nibi for future generations

and for all life on the planet.

We Are Grateful: Otsaliheliga
by Traci Sorell (Cherokee) ; lllustrated by Frané Lessac

The word otsaliheliga (oh-jah-LEE-hay-lee-gah) is used by members of the Cherokee Nation to
express gratitude. Beginning in the fall with the new year and ending in summer, follow a full
Cherokee year of celebrations and experiences. Written by a citizen of the Cherokee Nation, this
look at one group of Native Americans is appended with a glossary and the complete Cherokee
syllabary, originally created by Sequoyah. School Library Journal Best Books of 2018.

When the Shadbush Blooms
by Carla Messinger (Turtle Clan Lenape), with Susan Katz ; illustrated by David
Kanietakeron Fadden (Wolf Clan Mohawk)

A young Lenape Indian girl observes and reflects on the small, important ways her family today,
and her ancestors generations before, celebrate the cycle of seasons.




Biography/Autobiography

| ARCTIC MEMORIES
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Arctic Memories
by Normee Ekoomiak (Inuit)

Normee Ekoomiak, an Inuit who grew up in the James Bay area of Arctic Quebec,
describes his youth in the Arctic, as well as many customs of his people, in this picture
book.

A

Black Elk's Vision: A Lakota Story

by S. D. Nelson (Standing Rock Sioux)

Told from a Native American point of view, Black Elk’s Vision provides a unique perspective on
American history. From recounting the visions Black Elk had as a young boy, to his involvement in
the battles of Little Big Horn and Wounded Knee, as well as his journeys to New York City and
Europe with Buffalo Bill’'s Wild West Show, this biographical account of Black Elk—an Oglala Lakota
medicine man who lived from 1863 to 1950—follows him from childhood through adulthood.

Boy Called Slow: The True Story of Sitting Bull

by Joseph Bruchac (Nulhegan Abenaki Nation) ; illustrated by Rocco Baviera

Anxious to be given a name as strong and brave as that of his father, a proud Lakota Sioux grows into
manhood, acting with careful deliberation, determination, and bravery, which eventually earned him his
proud new name: Sitting Bull.

The Christmas Coat: Memories of My Sioux Childhood
by Virginia Driving Hawk Sneve (Rosebud Sioux) ; illustrated by Ellen Beier

Virginia’s old coat is too small. Virginia dreams of a new coat arriving in the Theast boxes--
parcels of clothing from churches in The East. But, she knows she may not have a chance for a
coat this year. Her father is the village Episcopal priest, so her family chooses last, and as
Mama always says, “The others need it more than we do.” Generosity and unexpected joy
remind Virginia of the importance of community within this story from the author’s childhood.

Patrick Desjarlait: Conversations With a Native American Artist
as recorded by Neva Williams

An Ojibwe artist discusses his life growing up on Red Lake Indian Reservation in northern Minnesota,
his military experiences during World War 1, and the development of his art.
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Sacagawea
by Lise Erdrich (Turtle Mountain Ojibwe) ; artwork by Julie Buffalohead (Ponca)

Taking a rare look beyond the myths and legends surrounding Sacagawea's life, this extraordinary
illustrated history recounts the known facts about a remarkable woman and her contribution to one of
America's greatest journeys of exploration. Combining beautifully wrought oil paintings, a moving true
story, and a unique larger format, Sacagawea will captivate readers of all ages.

Tallchief: America’s Prima Ballerina
by Maria Tallchief (Osage) with Rosemary Wells ; illustrations by Gary Kelley

Growing up on the Osage Indian reservation, Maria Tallchief was a gifted pianist and dancer.
According to Osage tradition, women are not permitted to dance, but Maria's parents recognized her
gifts and allowed her to break the rule. Then when Maria reached the age of twelve, her father told
her it was time to choose between her two loves. Maria chose ballet. It was a decision that would
change not only the course of her life, but the face of classical ballet in America.

Board Books
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Come Play With Us

\

by Lyz Jaakola « illustrated by Kar

Boozhoo: Come Play With Us
Fond du Lac Head Start Program

A board book to use with your child, a friendly introduction to some very basic Ojibwe words.

Niimiwin : Everyone Dance
by Leah Savage ; photography, Nikki Willgohs & Jill Pertler

Join the children of Fond du Lac Head Start as they celebrate the Ojibwe culture through
the ancient tradition of the Powwow. This board book gives the reader a look at the
Powwow from preparation through to the Grand Entry, the dancing, the feast and an
invitation to Native and non-Native alike to "see you at the next year's Powwow".

Our Journey
by Liz Jaakola (Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Objibwe) ; illustrated by Karen
Savage Blue (Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Objibwe)

y Board book with Ojibwemowin phrases for small children. A story of greeting and gratitude
towards things such as Earth and parents. For Anishinaabe language learning.



Traditional tales

Baby Rattlesnake

told by Te Ata (Chickasaw) ; adapted by Lynn Moroney (Chickasaw) ; illustrated by
Mira Reisberg

Baby Rattlesnake cries and cries for a rattle just like his big brother and sister have, but his
parents tell him he’s still too young. His crying keeps the Rattlesnake People up all night, so
finally his parents give in. Thrilled with his new power, he mischievously uses his rattle to
scare little animals. He grows bolder and bolder, till one day he scares the wrong creature.
Adapted from a Chickasaw tale, this English-only version of this story-time favorite provides a
witty lesson in the value of self-control that all young readers can relate to.

| sfeeeo. '\ Beaver Steals Fire: A Salish Coyote Story
fBgaver Steals Fire - Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes ; illustrated by Sam Sandoval (Salish/Navajo)
A ,// / ‘/
Vi A N 6/ ».\ Beaver Steals Fire is an ancient and powerful tale springing from the hearts and experiences of the

' v\(f .\ \\ Salish people of Montana. Steeped in the rich and culturally vital storytelling tradition of the tribe,

, \ = this tale teaches both respect for fire and awareness of its significance, themes particularly relevant
*" today. This unforgettable version of the story is told by Salish elder Johnny Arlee and beautifully
illustrated by tribal artist Sam Sandoval.

'UIF@:&ESI_’%'LL Dance in a Buffalo Skull | |
by Zitkala-Sa (Yankton Dakota) ; illustrated by S. D. Nelson (Standing Rock Sioux)

A prowling wildcat finds a surprise in an old dried-up buffalo skull. A group of mice are dancing the
night away and not paying attention to the dangers around them. Does the wildcat spell doom for
the mice, or will they escape to safety? Zitkala-Sa recorded this Yankton Sioux story more than 100

years ago.

Coyote Stories of the Navajo People
edited by Robert A. Roessel, Jr. (Navajo) and Dillon Platero ; illustrated by George

Mitchell

Fourteen traditional Navajo legends featuring the cunning Coyote and his continual efforts to
trick his fellow animals.

The Flute Player: An Apache Folktale
retold and illustrated by Michael Lacapa (Hopi/Tewa/Apache)

Discover the story of the flute player in this centuries-old Apache folktale retold and illustrated
by Michael Lacapa. Of Apache/Hopi descent, he is not only a gifted artist but an
accomplished storyteller and educator as well.
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HowNot To th‘Sh e

How Not to Catch Fish: And Other Adventures of lktomi

written and read by Joseph M. Marshall lll (Brulé Lakota/Sicangu Oyate) ; illustrated
by Joseph Chamberlain (Yankton Sioux of South Dakota) ; music by John Two-
Hawks (Lakota)

With this new Children's book and CD, prolific Lakota Sioux author Joseph Marshall Il teams
up with Yankton Sioux illustrator Joe Chamberlain and renowned Lakota Sioux recording
artist John Two-Hawks to tell 7 great traditional Iktomi trickster tales. This is the first time 3
Sioux Indian people have ever collaborated to tell their own Iktomi stories with both written
and spoken word, brilliant illustrations, and wonderful sound effects and music.

Old Father Story Teller
by Pablita Velarde (Santa Clara Pueblo)

Includes retellings of six Tewa Indian legends and a brief biographical section about the
author, who is a noted American Indian artist.

Pia Toya: A Goshute Indian Legend
retold and illustrated by the children and teachers of Ibapah Elementary school

Pia Toya

A Goshute Indian Legend

Retells the story of the creation of the Deep Creek Mountains by Mother Hawk after Coyote
steals her breakfast, and offers information on the Goshute people, legends, and history.

Poetry

tA Creation Slowkusvmtd by Donald F. Montileaux

and the Lakota People
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Tatanka and the Lakota People: A Creation Story
illustrated by Donald F. Montileaux (Oglala Lakota)

Creation story of the Lakota in which Tatanka turned himself into a Buffalo and sacrificed his
powers for the people.

Dancing teepees : poems of American Indian youth
selected by Virginia Driving Hawk Sneve (Rosebud Sioux) ; with art by Stephen
Gammell

A selection of Native American poems stemming from the oral tradition incorporates
contemporary tribal poetry and poems of the elders--all of which focus on the theme of youth from
birth through adolescence.



TOUCHING THE

DISTANCE Touching the Distance: Native American Riddle-Poems
Brian Swann ; illustrated by Maria Rendon

A riddle is a question with a surprising answer. A poem is an unexpected view of the world around
us. Combine the two, and you have this collection of twenty-two riddle-poems gathered from Native
American sources by Brian Swann, a preeminent scholar, poet, and collector of riddles from
around the globe. With stunning illustrations, this remarkable book encourages all to see the world
anew.

NLIEROUEINEN Walking on Earth and Touching the Sky: Poetry and Prose by Lakota Youth
Ol LA at Red Cloud Indian School

A A edited by Timothy P. McLaughlin ; paintings by S.D. Nelson (Standing Rock Sioux)
This is an exceptional poetry collection written by Lakota students in the fifth, sixth, seventh, and
eighth grades at Red Cloud Indian School on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota.
The poems enable readers to learn about the unique lives and heritage of students growing up in
such distinctive circumstances and straddling cultures. The collection was compiled by a teacher at
the school, working with school administrators, and contains never-before-published artworks by
award-winning artist S. D. Nelson.

Daily Life in a Plains Indian Village 1868
l Michael Bad Hand Terry
mna
Plains Indian
Village \ This large-format book, with clear text and informative sidebars, provides a detailed pictorial account

of the Plains Indian life more than a century ago.

Native American Thought of It: Amazing Inventions and Innovations
Rocky Landon (Anishinaabeg Ojibway) ; with David MacDonald

,mé’én}g%éo i Everyone knows that moccasins, canoes and toboggans were invented by the Aboriginal

; people of North America, but did you know that they also developed their own sign language,
as well as syringe needles, a secret ingredient in soda pop, and other clever inventions and
innovations which are still in use today? Explore the creativity of Native Americans in this
information-packed and superbly illustrated book.

Navajo Long Walk : Tragic Story Of A Proud Peoples Forced March From
Homeland

by Joseph Bruchac (Nulhegan Abenaki Nation) ; with illustrations and captions by Shonto
Begay (Navajo)

Powerfully written from the perspective of the Navajos and illustrated with deeply personal
interpretations of historic events, this book sheds fresh light on a shameful episode of American
history.




Powwow
photographs and text by George Ancona

Award-winning photographer George Ancona traveled to Montana to attend Crow Fair, the
largest pow wow held in the United States. Through beautiful full-color photographs, he offers
an exceptional look at this unique celebration of Native American pride.

Powwow Summer: A Family Celebrates the Circle of Life
by Marcie R. Rendon (White Earth) ; photographs by Cheryl Walsh Bellville

Describes a visit to a powwow where Native American families gather to enjoy traditional food,
music, dancing, and crafts. Includes photos of the extended Downwind family; Bonita Manzi; the
staff and students of the Bug-o-nay-ge-shig School; the Leech Lake Powwow Committee; and
the Red Lake Powwow Committee.

Powwow's Coming
Linda Boyden (United Lumbee Nation)

Provides children with a foundation for understanding and celebrating the enduring culture and
heritage of American Indians. Boyden’s exquisite cut-paper collage and engaging poem visually
place readers within the scenes of a contemporary Native American community while offering a
thoughtful look at powwows and their meanings to the Native participants.

i Seven Fires: An Ojibway Prophecy
told by Sally Gaikesheyongai ; illustrated by Polly Keeshig-Tobias

In a touching and straightforward way, Gaikesheyongai tell of each of the seven fires, how she
An Ojibway Prophecy interprets each prophecy, and how each relates to Ojibwe life (and the life of all of us) today.

Shannon: An Ojibway Dancer
by Sandra King ; photographs by Catherine Whipple

A twelve-year-old Ojibwa Indian living in Minneapolis, Minnesota, learns about her tribe's
traditional costumes from her grandmother and gets ready to dance at a powwow.

An onw-y Dancer
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Middle Level Books

Fatty Legs: A True Story
Christy Jordan-Fenton & Margaret Pokiak-Fenton (Inuit) ; artwork by Liz Amini-Holmes

This book chronicles the unbreakable spirit of an Inuit girl bullied by a teacher while attending an
Arctic residential school.

| Lirrie Crow |RIMUL Crow/Taoyateduta: Leader of the Dakota
B | Gwenyth Swain

A compelling biography for young readers that traces the life of the Dakota leader Taoyateduta
(Little Crow) and his role in the U.S. - Dakota Conflict of 1862.

~ Leader of the Dakota
GWENYTH SWAIN




